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CSCA Website

The CSCA website has had a makeover! A huge call-out to Bruce
Densmore and Fred Spiring for the many hours they spent giving
the site a facelift. Use of the website has been simplified and its
focus is more oriented to promoting the sport of two-person stick
curling. Check it out at https://canadianstickcurling.ca.

Changes to National Championship Format

At the Annual General Meeting of the Canadian Stick Curling Asso-

ciation (CSCA) a motion was passed that will see the format for the

2026 National Stick Championships change as follows:

e There will be two groups competing at the same time, at the
same venue(s): a Championship event in which the provincial
winners and past two years’ winners of the national champion-
ships will compete, and, a Challenge event that will be open to
any interested team on a first-come basis.

¢ In the event any Championship division is not filled a backfill
process will be utilized that would recognize the balance of all
registrations.

e There will be three divisions within each event: Men’s, Wom-
en’s, Mixed

e Registration will be restricted to 72 teams as it has always
been, ideally twelve teams in each division, but as always, driv-
en by the registration process.

e Early online registration is your best path to joining in the fun.

Following the AGM, Rick Thurston, the Director, Rules and Events,

discussed the changes. He acknowledged that the format changes

were not popular with everyone; some felt the changes were hap-
pening too fast. Rick commented that some of the discontent

2026 National Two-
Person Stick Curling
Events

Mark your calendars!
Wolfville/Windsor, NS will
be hosting the two-
person stick curling na-
tional curling events from
March 26 to 29, 2026.
Registration opens on No-
vember 1°%°% for every-
one and you are simply
registering your team to
play as Women’s, Men’s
or Mixed. Provincial re-
sults and the backfill pro-
cess (if needed) will de-
termine the teams playing
in the divisions of the
Championship Group. The
balance will play in the
Challenge Group and its
first-come, first-served so
be ready to register early!
The Championship divi-
sion will be filled as de-
scribed in the preceding
article and those teams
must be registered online
by the March 1, 2026
deadline with a couple of
allowable forgiveness
days for provinces whose
championships finish on
March 2, 2026.
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Regional News

The Manitoba Stick
Curling Association
(MSCA) with the sup-
port of St Vital Curling
Club, Winnipeg, Curl-
Manitoba and the
Manitoba Stick Curling
Tour has created a
Stick Curling Centre for
Excellence: Manitoba
Stick Curling Develop-
ment Centre. This pro-
vides the MSCA with
the space to conduct
smaller and regularly
timed stick curling clin-
ics geared to the nov-
ice and advanced stick
curlers and also pro-
vides us with space and
dedicated time to fur-
ther train clinicians and
adjudicators. Dedicat-
ed sheets are available
for booking with op-
tions on additional ice
time throughout the
week. Notable, this is
all volunteer driven by
16 clinicians through-
out the province plus
administrators.
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could stem from a misunderstanding or misinterpretation of the changes
that will be implemented at the 2026 National Event.

“It is important that everyone understand” he said, “that the two national
events are equal in stature. The same awards and rewards will be pre-
sented to the winners of each division and the winners of each division
will be the designated national winner of their event.”

He continued to explain, “The new format will ensure that everyone who
wants to play in a national competition still has the opportunity to do so
and it ensures that all teams in both events will be playing at the same
time, in the same venues. The Championship Committee who proposed
the new format understood the importance of being able to interact with
all of the other teams, to discuss technique, strategy and resources with
experienced, knowledgeable competitors. However, they also felt that
less experienced players would welcome the new format as it levels the
playing field somewhat, potentially eliminating some of the one-sided
games that no one enjoys playing. They strongly believed this would help
encourage the growth of the sport and generate increased interest in the
National events.”

Rick noted the Board held a meeting on June 4, 2025 at which a motion to
amend the new format was proposed. That motion was defeated by a
margin of 10 to 4, ratifying and reinforcing the approval of the new for-
mat. Rick also noted that, at a meeting with Curling Canada, they indicat-
ed they were enthused and found the new format “very encouraging”.

Executive Vacancy

The Annual General Meeting will take place during the Nationals and
there will be a vacancy on the Executive that will need to be filled. If you
are passionate about the sport of two-person stick curling, have strong
strategic-thinking, decision-making and communications skills, then you
would be a great addition to the CSCA Executive and should consider
letting your name stand for election.

Changes to the CSCA Board of Directors

Sincere thanks are extended to Randy Olson who is leaving the CSCA
Board. Over the years, Randy has played a significant role in promoting
and advocating for the sport of two-person stick curling and he was in-
strumental in organizing the Canadian Stick Curling Association. His dedi-
cation and commitment to the CSCA and to the sport are greatly appreci-
ated. We would like to welcome Sandy Kaufman, the current Canadian
Women's Champion, who will be joining the Board as the Alberta repre-
sentative.



